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PHYSICIANS:  Lyme disease (LD) and coinfections are found Canada-wide.  They are spread acre to acre at random by our friendly migratory birds who transplant the ticks that carry the diseases.  Anyone anywhere in Canada below the 55th parallel may be exposed to ticks.  If symptoms are consistent with Lyme we recommend testing using a series of tests run concurrently.  We do not recommend labs such as the provincial and federal labs who will only run a screening test initially, following the U.S. CDC two-step criteria of a screening test (EIA or ELISA) and if positive then a Western Blot (the CDC Western Blot criteria ignore some of the most important Lyme specific antigens so will yield false negatives). 

The U.S. CDC two-step surveillance criteria that our Canadian labs follow as diagnostic criteria are poor at best with a high false negative rate. There is ample peer reviewed evidence ie. 

http://www.canlyme.com/johnshopkins_05.html; 

http://www.canlyme.com/516labs.html ; 

http://www.canlyme.com/poorlabtests.html  

http://www.lymeinfo.net/medical/LDSeronegativity.pdf
There are better tests available at certified and accredited labs. These labs are proficiency tested by U.S. regulators for accuracy unlike what you are led to believe.   

Contact us for lab information.

For treatment guidelines from U.S. government website see…

http://www.guideline.gov/summary/summary.aspx?doc_id=4836&nbr=3481&string=Lyme                              

Graph data is from  www.eurosurveillance.org/ew/2006/060622.asp
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